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And at their Requeſt, 


AND TO THE 
PUBLISHED 


L 


In obedience to his Lordſhip's Command, 
iS MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED. 


TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 
ASSEMBLED AT HIS LORDSHIP': 
PRIMARY VISITATION 
In CHESTER, Aucusr 13, 1778. 


LORD BISHOP OF CHESTER, 


2222 as 


AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT HIS DOCTRINE, 
; FOR HIS WORD WAS WITH POWER, 


E of whom the text is ſpoken, our Saviour Chriſt, 
once ſaid to his diſciples, ** BLESSED ARE YOUR 


EES, FOR THEY SEE, AND YOUR EARS, FOR 
THEY HEAR.” And certainly in this reſpect they were 


bleſſed above all who follow as well as all who. preceded 
them, that only they, who beheld his countenance heard 


his voice, and were witneſſes of his life and works, can 
have fully conceived the power of his word. His inſpired 
hiſtorians the Evangeliſts ſpeaking with the tongues of 
men, could not convey to us an adequate idea of it. Yet 
doubtleſs they have expreſſed, what is ſufficient to edify us 
as hearers, and direct us as teachers of this word: And 1 

er 31-517: 1 > £51] | | ſhall 


* Matthew, xili. 16. 


CY 


ſhall endeavour to glean up a few obſervations from them, 


on a ſubject that ſeems not unſuitable to the occaſion; be- 


ginning with the MANNER in which he taught; for this 
alſo contributed to the power of his word. 


As every ſpeaker of a ſuperior mind will have ſomething 
diſtinguiſhing in the mode of his diſcourſing, we may juſtly 


expect to find a peculiarity of this ſort in the moſt exalted 
perſon that ever dwelt among men. And what was cha- 


racteriſtic in his manner is ſo clearly marked, and ſo uni- 


formly ſuſtained throughout the Goſpels, that if we wanted 


evidence of their fidelity, this were a ſtrong preſumption, 


that what he ſpake is Fithfully recorded, 


ONE thing remarkable in the manner of * e 18 
frequent alluſion to things that were before the eyes of 
his audience, to occurrences of the time, to the ſeaſon of 
the year, to the offices of common life, or the uſual employ- 
ment of thoſe to whom he ſpake. As ſenſible and preſent 
objects moſt powerfully affect us, he who knew what was 
in man, condeſcended to inſtruEt us from thoſe things that 
are moſt eaſily conceived by us, and moſt naturally com- 


mand our attention. High and heavenly truths were pre- 
ſented to his hearers in a familiar dreſs; as Angels of old 


came to Abraham and the Patriarchs with the ſhape and 
countenance of men, Truths thus qualified ſtruck the 
imagination 


(69 1]; 


memory, on ſight of the objects with which they were 
aſſociated in his doctrine. The birds which were flying 
in the air around him, the lilies which were flowering on 
the plain where he ſtood, were turned into leſſons on the 
providence and fatherly care of the Almighty x. The 


ſowers who were ſowing their grain in different ſoils and 


fituations, near the boxders of the lake where he preached 


from a ſhip, ſerved to illuſtrate the various ſucceſſes of the 


word of God, according to the temper and diſpoſition of 
the heart that received it +. The ſight of a vine ſpreading 


forth its branches. gave occaſion, as feems probable, to a 
diſcourſe of the vital union between himſelf and the faith- 
ful J. When he called fiſhermen to forſake their nets and 


follow him, he promiſed to make them fiſhers of men]. 


He likened the perverſeneſs of the Jews, who found equal 


fault with the retired auſterity of the Baptiſt and his own 
freer converſe with mankind, to the froward and ſullen hu- 
mour of thoſe children, whom no endeavours of their com- 
panions could pleaſe and invite to join with them. WE 
„HAVE PIPED UNTO YOU, AND YE HAVE NOT DANCED; 
«© wt HAVE MOURNED UNTO YOU, AND YE HAVE NOT 
6 LAMENTEDS.” He reſembled the ſolicitude of Heaven 


for the converſion of ſinners, and the joy of Angels on 
their 


5 Mithen Vi. 26; 30. T4. Mathew xili. 4 John av. 1% 6. | Matthew i iv. 19, 
1 Matthew xi. 16, 17. 


imagination without alarming it; and» would recur to the 
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their repentance, to a woman lighting a candle and feep- 
ing her houſe, in ſearch after her loſt piece of ſilver, and 


when ſhe had found it, e her nenen her to 
rejoice with her“. | 


Ir ſome of theſe images are borrowed from things low 


and trivial in themſelves, yet he ſtoops without meanneſs 
in uſing them. Like the ground of which he formed us, 
and the duſt from which he ſhall raiſe W — life 


and beauty in his hands. 


OrHERs of his alluſions are of a higher ſtrain: as when 


from the ſun juſt riſen, and ſhining with ſplendor on the 
gilded turrets and ornaments of the temple where he was 


diſcourſing, he referred to the prophecies which ſpeak of 


him as the light, the eaſt, or ſun-riſing +, and ſaid, I am 


„ THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD: HE THAT FOLLOWETH 


% ME SHALL NOT" WALK IN DARKNESS BUT SHALL SEE 


* THE LIGHT OF LITE.“ When he was about to raiſe 


Lazarus from the dead, looking forward to the hour in 


which all that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice and 
come forth, he ſaid, I AM THE RESURRECTION AND 
«© THE LIFE S. 

Such 


Luke xv. 8, 10. Þ Iſai. ix. 2. compare Matth. iv. 16. Iſai. xli. 2. Sec Lowth 


on the place. Zach. iii. 8. See Lowth again, and compare Luke i. 78. Malachi 


iv, 2. J John viii. 12. 5 John xi. 25. 


. 

Sven paſlages may ſtrike us as ſublime. But we ſhall 
ſtill find, that it 1s the thing itſelf, not any parade or pomp 
of words that ſtrikes us. A difference of nature between 
our Immanuel and the ancient Prophets produced a cor- 
reſponding difference in diſcourſing of the ſame ſubjeQs. 
They, when heavenly objects were preſented to their 
minds, were ſtruck with awe, and as it were bowed them- 
ſelves down before the majeſty of the idea; and then in re- 
preſenting it to others, endeavoured to clothe it in a gor- 
geous robe, and to deck it out with all the riches and 
ſplendor of language. But it is not ſo that Chriſt ſpeaks 
of theſe high arguments. For as the brightneſs of coun- 
tenance and raiment which dazled and overcame the ſight 
of his Apoſtles, when he was transfigured on the Mount, 
was to Him but a ray of that glory in which he dwelt 
before the worlds were made; ſo the pegteptions that aſto- 
niſhed the imagination of man, were to his heavenly mind 
common and familiar objects, and he ſpake of them accord- 
ingly, with a certain unconcern and ſimplicity of phraſe. 


ANOTHER thing obſervable in his method is the uſe of 


parables; in which he often ſeems to accommodate his 1n- 


ſtructions to the reliſh of an eaſtern people, who delighted 
in figurative and allegorical compoſitions. By this method 
of teaching he excited their attention, and-intereſted their 
taſte and affections in the cauſe of the truth he was incul- 
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cating. He compoſed his parables with a clear and natural 
analogy of the repreſentation to the thing repreſented ; and 
frequently concluded them with a ſhort ſentence declaring 
their main ſcope and deſign. Yet ſtill there was ſomething 
meant in them that was not literally exprefled, which 
met the underſtanding of the hearer, though fo clearly 
that he could not miſtake, yet ſo gently, that he conſider- 
ed himſelf as a diſcoverer and interpreter of it; and thus 
was led to embrace and cheriſh the holy moral, as ſeem- 
ingly the child of his own ingenuity. 


Bur though our Lord followed their ſages in the uſe of 
parables, he did it with a moderation and dignity becoming 
his character. No beaſts of the field or fowls of the air, 
no trees of the wood, debate and confer together with the 
reaſon and ſpeech of mankind. No emblematical perſons, 
as the different families of virtue and vice, are introduced 
oppoling each other and influencing the counſels and actions 
of men. All is built upon nature and life, and the reality 
of things, and compoled of circumſtances which every one 
perceived might probably happen. Once only, in the 
ſtory of the rich man and Lazarus, the ſcene is laid be- 
yond this viſible world. 


Yer it is to be obſerved, that though our Lord's moral 
parables were thus plain, all were not equally perſpicuous 


to 


3 


1 

to the firſt hearers. He veiled the myſteries of the king- 
dom of heaven with a certain degree of preſent obſcurity, 
for the puniſhment of the obdurate and unbelieving *, but 
in condeſcenſion alſo to the weak and infirm +; and with 
ſuch a temperament, that they who had ears to hear might 
ſtill be edified ; as for inſtance, by the parable of the father | 
teceiving back his prodigal ſon 8. For this ſon was not 4 
only the repenting individual, but the gentile world con- 
verted and reconciled to God. They had long ſtrayed from 
their Heavenly Father, and waſted what he had diſtributed 


to them, reaſon conſcience and the primitive religion of 
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mankind, by ſpiritual fornication and ſenſual impurities: ö F 
but at length would come to themſelves, be humbled be- | |. 
fore him, pardoned by him, and reſtored to the ſame de- b 5 ; 
gree of favour as the elder brother the Iſraelite. This was |. 


an event, the notion of which that elder brother was 


then too much blinded with prejudice to endure. It was 4 

therefore veiled in a parable, but in a parable of immedi- 11 
ate uſe and edification. Though in the book of Grace, as 

in the book of Nature, are treaſures of wiſdom imperfectly 


known till the appointed time of diſcloſing them, yet e- 


nough of both is plain and legible at fight to declare the ih 
glory of the great Author : as in this parable, his goodneſs 1 
= "3 © and . 
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* Matthew Xill, 13—15, + Mark iv. 33. 5 Luke xv. 11—zz. 
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U = 1 
and mercy to ſinful man are openly proclaimed, as well as 
myſtically predicted. 


Our Lord ſometimes made his parables a vehicle of re- 
proof, but with divine gentleneſs, where charity could 
hope that offenders might be ſo reclaimed. The Jews had 
a ſtrong antipathy to ſtrangers, and narrow notions of the 
duty of loving our neighbour. For this they are reproved 
by the parable of the merciful Samaritan * ; not by di- 
rect cenſure and public accuſation of their behaviour to- 
wards aliens, but by oppoſing to it an example of humanity 
and mercy, which by gaining their admiration might ex- 

cite them to imitate ; an example the more noble and 
affecting, as THE JEWS HAD NO DEALINGS WITH 
THE SAMARITANS” © : 


AND we may obſerve, that where the caſe did not de- 
mand ſeverity, there is a great lenity of ſuppoſition in the 
ſtate of his parables. The wile virgins are as many as the 
fooliſh}. In the parable of the ten talents we find two 
good and faithful and only one unprofitable ſervant &. At 
the marriage feaft only one of a large aſſembly is repre- 
ſented as wanting a wedding garment ||. 


Ir 


* Luke x. 3037, + John iv. 9. 1 Matthew xxv. 2. 5 Matthew v. 1430. 
Matthew xxii. 11, 


t 2s 3 


Ir ſome things which have here been remarked con- 


cerning our Lord's manner, are not imitable by us in the 
letter, yet from the ſpirit of them we may learn—That he 
who really wiſhes to inſtruct, will endeavour to ſuit the ſtile 
and illuſtrations of his ſubje& to the apprehenſion of his 
hearers, will conſult their genius, and ſtudy, as did our 
Lord in the uſe of parables, to turn their pleaſure to their 
profit—that images taken from very common and familiar 


without debaſing the dignity of the doQrine or the cha- 
racter of the ſpeaker—that, if his ſingle aim is to tranſplant 


the ſenſe which he himſelf has of the truth into the breaſts 


be more commanding and effectual than the moſt ſtudied 
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the conſcience which are delivered without any pointed ſe- 
verity and in the ſpirit of meekneſs—and that charity is as 
favourable in its ſuppoſitions as the caſe will admit, and 
fo tempers its zeal to alarm and rouſe the wicked, that it 
may not terrify and diſhearten the well-diſpoſed. 


From the manner of Chriſt's diſcourſing, let us turn 
our eyes for a while on the SUBJECT MATTER; and we 
ſhall find ourſelves inſtructed and edified by obſerving, what 
he forbore to ſpeak of, and what he largely inſiſted on, 

| HR 


things may be ſo uſed, as to explain and enliven an argument 


of his hearers, a graceful unaffected ſimplicity will often 


and pompous eloquence that reproofs may come home to 
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Hz who came from above, who could have ſpoken 
what he knew, and teſtified what he had ſeen, concerning 
heaven and paradiſe, the nature of angels good and evil, 
and the | ſtate and condition of ſeparate ſpirits, contents 
himſelf with very general repreſentations of all theſe things. 
He declares that the wicked ſhall go into everlaſting pu- 


niſhment, and the righteous into life eternal, and marks 


out the ſure way of obtaining heaven and eſcaping hell, 
but enters into no particular deſcription of either. Moſt 


Likely it is, that the ſecrets of the world above cannot be 
other than ſecrets to us, for want of powers at preſent to 


conceive and apprehend them. In order to have a juſt 


notion of them, a man muſt be caught up as high as was 


St. Paul, and admitted to behold what is there tranſacted. : 


And even then he would hear unſpeakable words, which 


it 15 not poſſible for a man to explain to others *. But 


whether our Lord was no more explicit concerning theſe 


high matters, becauſe they are not elearly comprehenſible, 


or becauſe they are unneceſſary, ſo the fact is. And ſince 
he came to reveal to us the ſure means of rectifying and 


purifying our fallen nature, the certain conſequence of his 


conduct in this caſe is, that the preparation for a ſtate 


of heavenly felicity is not ſcience but ſanctification: 


the principles of which he clearly lays down; and the 
practice 


2 8 Cor, xii. z, 4. 


1 1 


= 


WY . 5 promiſed greater aſſiſtances and higher re- 


vide to his followers, than were diſtinctly promiſed under 
any. former diſpenſation, he requires of them a purer and 
more. ſpiritual courſe of life, than was ever taught or re- 


quired before. To this end the labours of his life were 


directed, and to the ſame end he gave himſelf for us, 
&© THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM us FROM ALL INIQUITY, 
„% AND PURIFY UNTO HIMSELF A PECULIAR PEOPLE 
„ ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS” *. In giving leſſons of 
piety righteouſneſs and good works his word was with 


power: FOR HE TAUGHT AS ONE WHO HAD AUTHO- 


* RITY, AND NOT AS THE SCRIBES” +, 


How and what the Scribes taught, we are not poſitively 


informed. But this we find, that in His doctrine no ſubtle 
queſtions, no nice and curious ſpeculations were handled, 
but all was directed ſimply to the glory of God, by preſſing 
upon the hearts of his hearers the real terms of acceptance 
with him, faith and obedience. 


FarirH is that eſſential principle of a religious life, 
without which no obedience no goods works, that the 


Goſpel 
Titus ii. 14. f Matthew vil. 29. 


practice flowing from theſe principles he every where 
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1 8 
Goſpel accounts ſuch, can be performed. For God fays, 
« Tus jJusT SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” *. But fince he 
ſubjoins, Ir HE DRAW BACK, MY SOUL SHALL HAVE 
< NO PLEASURE IN HIM”; it is certain, that ſaving faith 
cannot ſubſiſt without ſincere obedience. He, and he only, 
builds his houſe upon a rock, whoſe faith works by cha- 
rity, by the keeping of the commandments of God in that 
pure and ſpiritual ſenſe, in which they are explained and 
enforced by our bleſſed Saviour, in his divine Sermon on 
the Mount, and throughout the Goſpels. Let no one 
therefore who profeſſes the high calling of a Chriſtian ever 
think, in preaching or practice, of ſeparating things ſo 
Jointly neceſſary to ſalvation. For as wiTwouT FAITH 
„IT is IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE Gor”, ſo © wWITHOur 
% HOLINESS NO MAN SHALL SEE THE LorD”. And to 
call men to ſincere and univerſal obedience of the evangeli- 
cal law cannot be legal preaching, as the very terms of the 
propoſition ſhew. Es | 


My hearers will have anticipated all that I could fay 
of the power which the word of Chriſt derived from 
his own EXAMPLE : the ſtrictneſs of whoſe holy and un- 
ſpotted life went beyond his precepts. Since he himſelf 


Was contented to forego many things which he has not 
forbidden his followers, that he might the more benefit 
Ds FT mankind 


* Hebrews x. 38. 
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L 6 1 
mankind by his meritorious obedience, and ſet before us 
the nobleſt pattern of abſtinence and fortitude. It was 
therefore with peculiar power and authority, that He 
taught the doctrine of the Croſs, and of not loving the 


world. And if every Chriſtian, and he eſpecially who is 


to be an enſample to the flock, would ſhew an humble and 


unaffected moderation in thoſe deſires and gratifications 


which are in themſelves not unlawful, the ſentiments of 
his heart and the language of his mouth would more uni- 


formly harmonize with a ſpiritual and heavenly religion; 
and his life be more convincing and edifying. In moral 


concerns there is not a more ſucceſsful argument of perſua- 


ſion, that a viſible correſpondence of profeſſion and practice. 


CHRIST confirmed his word by another power, the 


power of MIRACLES; which he exerciſed himſelf, and 


conſigned to his Apoſtles, when he ſent them forth, to 


ſubdue a world lying in wickedneſs to the obedience of 


faith; to overcome the vices ignorance and rooted preju- 


dices of mankind; to contend with the power of kings 


and magiſtrates, the pride of philoſophers, and the world- 
ly intereſts of thoſe who had their gain and wealth from 
the prevailing ſuperſtitions. 


 Tazss tokens we ſee not any more; yet may juſtly ar- 
gue from what is {till viſible to the reality of the muracles 
C wrought 
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wrought by the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel. A few ſim- 
ple and unlearned men could not have fu rmounted the in- 
numerable difficulties and impediments which the Apoſtles 


overcame, and have ſpread the knowledge and practice of 
pure religion from the riſing of the ſun unto the going 
down thereof, unleſs the Lord had confirmed the word 


with ſigns following. The ſtrength and extent of the 
Chriſtian-Church, raiſed by their hands in the weakneſs 
and corruptions of nature, and amidſt the aſſaults of fo 


much enmity on every fide, prove that they founded it 
upon miraculous powers: and though theſe foundations 
are out of ſight, their exiſtence is ſufficiently atteſted by 


the building that reſts upon them. 


Bur if the word was enforced by miracles in the times 
only of its early publication, it has the ſtanding ſupport 
and evidence of another power, which is till as operative, 
where we will allow it, as ever. This is declared and pro- 
miſed in the following paſſage: Ixsus ANSWERED 


E THEM AND SAID, MY DOCTRINE IS NOT MINE BUT 


„HIS THAT SENT ME. Ir ANY MAN WILL DO HIS WILL, 


ee HE SHALL KNOW OF THE DOCTRINE, WHETHER IT BE | 


© oF GoD, OR WHETHER 1 SPEAK OF MYSELF,*" 


Tus perſon who enters on the ſtudy of a ſcience. of 
which he has N a general idea, muſt receive many 


things 
* John vii. 16, . 
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things at firſt on the authority of his inſtructors. And 
ſurely there is no one, who by his life and works has ſuch 
claim to truſt and confidence in his word, as the Author 
and Finiſher of our faith. If then we really defire to know 
the certainty of his doctrine, if we have courage to ſacri- 
fice meaner purſuits to the wiſdom that 1s from above and 
the felicity of attaining 1t, we ſhall ſtudy the truth of his 
religion, as he directs, by the practice of its laws. And 
this method, he aſſures us, will yield us the repoſe and 
comfort of firm perſuaſion. Continuing ſteadfaſt in ſuch 
a courſe of diſcipline, we ſhall not ſeek after ſigns from 
Heaven, nor aſk to behold the blind receive their ſight the 
lame walk the deaf hear or the dead raiſed up. The heal- 
ing efficacy and bleſſed influence of the Goſpel will ſuffi- 
ciently vouch for its truth and excellence. 


Tux evidence which thus poſſeſſes the ſoul is not liable 


to be-impaired by time, as might an impreſſion once made 
on the ſenſes, but will ſhine more and more unto a perfect 
day. For the practice of religion by purifying the heart 
will raiſe and improve the underſtanding, to conceive 
more clearly and judge more rightly of heavenly things 
and divine truths: the view and contemplation of which 
will return upon che heart the warmth of livelier hopes 
and more vigorous incitements to obedience; and effectual 
obedience will feel and teſtify, that it is the finger of God. 
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For is nature able by its own efficiency to clear the 


eyes of the mind, to rectify the will, to regulate the af- 


fections, to raiſe the ſoul to its nobleſt object in love and 
adoration of God, to employ it ſteadily in its beſt and hap- 
pieſt exerciſe, juſtice and charity to man, to detach its de- 
fires from the pleaſures profits and honours of the world, 


to exalt its views to heavenly things, and to render the 


. godly juſt and ſober? He who impartially 


examines his own moral abilities by the pure and ſearch- 


ing light of the Goſpel, muſt diſcern their defects and 


weakneſs in every part; and when he well conſiders the 


tenor and ſpirit of this Goſpel, muſt acknowledge, that he 
is not of himſelf ſufficient for the attainments, to which 
it calls and conducts its faithful votary. 


Wu r then is it, that hath taken him by the hand, 


and leads him on in this riſing path of virtue and holineſs; 
that prevents his ſteps from ſliding, or if his foot hath 


ſlipped, raiſes him again; that keeps him ſteady in the right 


way, or if at any time he hath wandered out of it, recalls 
him to it; that firengthens him to reſiſt temptations, to 
endure trials and to continue - patiently in well-doing; 
that, as he advances, opens to his faith a ſtill brightning 


view of the heavenly Jeruſalem, through the gloom which 
our carthly ſtate hangs upon death and futurity, and ani- 
mates him to live and walk by this faith? 


Ir 
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Ir theſe are exertions beyond the ſphere of mere human 
activity, the queſtion, whenee ſuch improvement of ſoul 
and ſpirit and life proceeds, will admit of an eaſy and clear 
anſwer. It is God who bleſſes our earneſt petitions that 
we may do his will, and our ſincere endeavours to do 

it, with the grace of his Holy Spirit; who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure; and thus 
verifies and fulfils the promiſes made by Chriſt to thoſe 
who aſk in his name, of ſuccour and ſtrength from on 
high. Chriſt therefore is his beloved Son, by whom we 


are redeemed, and in whom we are accepted. The re- 


ligion which he hath taught us, ſo worthy of God in the 


theory and fo favoured by him in the practice of its laws, 
proves its heavenly origin by the fruit which it produces, 


and brings its divinity home to the breaſt of the devout 


profeſſor by experience of its power unto ſalvation. 


IT is natural to conclude, that he who has this convic- 
tion of its certainty, will be deſirous of perſuading others 


to the belief and practice of it, and will be of an apt and 


fit diſpoſition to inſtruct them in it. 


THE END. 
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